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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN, APRIL 1, 1886. 


Real estate, 
Number of polls, 137, 
hy horses, 107, 
COWS, 420, 
: Ox ar A. 
ie other neat stock, 28, 
on sheep, 5, 
‘fs hogs, 8, 
carriages, 21, 
Stock in public funds, 
Money on hand and at interest, 
Stock in trade, 


Total valuation, 


$243,400 
8,170 
12,720 
8,170 
820 
630 

20 

(efe) 
1,310 
13,000 
12,250 
4,150 


$310,260 
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On which valuation the selectmen have assessed the following 


amount :— 

State tax 

County “ 

School ‘“ 

Town “ 

Percentage, 

Non-resident highway tax, 
Dog “ce 
School house 3 


Total amount in collector’s warrant, 


$628 
634 
549 
500 
132 
155 


53 
2,800 


$5,452 
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4 TOWN REPORT. 


The selectmen have received and paid in to the treasury the 


following sums :— 

State railroad tax, 

Savings bank “ 

Literary fund, 

Choice of lots in cemetery, 


$63 27 
84 36 
39 68 

8 00 


$195 31 


The selectmen have given orders on the treasurer as follows :— 


SCHOOLS. 


To board of education, 
Conley’s schoo] tax, 


BRIDGES. 


Enoch P. Hoitt, labor on -bridge near C. B. Cal- 
derwood. 

Edson E. Peaslee, lumber, 

Zimri Bragdon, bridge near John Little, 


SNOW BILLS. 


E. W. Stickney, District No. 1; 
Daniel W. Goodnow, it 2, 
George A. Page, 5: 6, 
Moses B. Stevens, ¢ Ws 
John Little, bs 8, 
Alonzo J. Hall, . 9, 
Enoch P. Hoitt, as 10, 


TOWN REPORT. 


b 


NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX AND OTHER 


MONEY EXPENSES ON THE HIGHWAY. 


E. W. Stickney, District No. 1, 


Daniel W. Goodnow, 4 2. 
James H. Noyes, - a 
John A. McNeil, : 4, 
George A. Page, 6, 
Zimri Bragdon, a 18 
John Little, if 8. 
Alonzo J. Hall, y" 9, 
Enoch P. Hoitt, ih LO, 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Calvin Smith, 1886, 
G. W. & J. W. Conley, 1886, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Mitchell & Hoyt, printing town reports, 

E. N. Greenough, blank book and stationery, 
Gyles Merrill, rent of hall, 

J. I. Wright, ringing bell, 

John Little, watering trough, 

Geo. P. Dow, ss 

Geo. A. Page, transient poor, 

E. N. Greenough paying state and county tax, 
C. H. Weeks, labor in cemetery, 

Geo. E. Wright, i 

Orlaton Whittaker, repairs of school house, 
Samuel and Martha French, land damage, 


$I5 51 
3.15 
7 95 
7 68 
4 35 
PAR | 55 
23 QI 
ee 
58 56 


$151 39 


6 . TOWN REPORT. 


TOWN OFFICERS: 


School Board, 

S. Burley Mason, town clerk, 
Gilman Greenough, _ treasurer, 
W. B. Wason. collector, 
Herbert N. Sawyer, supervisor, 


John A. McNeil, . 
Gilman Greenough, 
Charles Fernald, e 1884, 
Charles Fernald, auditor, 1884, 
Isaac R. Hovey, ff 1885, 
Moses G. Calef, i: 1885, 


John K. Mason, selectman, 
George A. Page, ; 
Edward N. Greenough, selectman, 


TOWN REPORT. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Amount in collector’s warrant, $5452 87 
- Received from other sources, 195 31 

Paid on account of schools, $700 05 
fa bridges, 27 64 

“} repair of highways, I51 39 

ts snow bills, 40 17 

e abatement of taxes, 9 85 

% miscellaneous expenses, 146 78 

‘ town Officers, 248 79 

‘s state tax, 628 oo 

“ county tax, O34) 19 

school houses, 2800 00 


Leaving a balance in favor of the Town of 


EDWARD N. GREENOUGH 
GEORGE A. PAGE, 
JOHN K. MASON, 


b) 


COLLECTORS REPORT. 


The collector charges himself with $5452 
And credits himself, 


By rebate on school-house taxes, 
receipts of Treasurer, 
non-resident highway receipts, 


$5648 18 


$5386 94 


$261 24 


) Selectmen 


> 


of 


) Atkinson. 


87 


$2800 00 
2482 81 


69 54 


Balance uncollected, 


$5352 35 


TOO 52 


W. B. WASON, Collector. 


8 TOWN REPORT. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The treasurer charges, himself with : 


Cash on hand March 1, 1886. $120 53 
Received from state railroad tax, 63 27 
re: savings bank “ 84 36 
% literary fund, 39 68 
on sale of cemetery lots, 8 00 
4 collector. of 1884, 7 4Aro 
4 n 1885, 178 06 
if rs 1886, 2482 81 
wa 32993 gO 
He credits himself as follows : 
By paying state tax, $628 oo 
ier COUNLY tax, 634 17 
“ ~selectmen’s orders, 1292 38 
‘‘ town note and interest. 416 00 
yeh $2970 55 
Cash in hands of treasurer, $23 35 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
Due from taxes of 1882, $14 27 
x 1884, 26 40 
x 1885, 21 41 
Hh 1886, 100 52 
* county, 4 25 
Cash in treasury, 23 35 
Balance in favor of the town, $190 20 


GILMAN GREENONGH, Treasurer. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE . 


SCH@OL BOARD 


OF THE 


TOWN OF ATKINSON. 


As required by law, the following report is respectfully sub- 
mitted for the year ending March 1, 1887. 


SCHOOL NO. 1. 


The spring term of this school beginning May 3, and closing 
July 2, was taught by Adaline J. Messer of Plaistow, who on ac- 
count of sickness in her family was obliged to resign at the 
close of the term, making it necessary to employ a different 
teacher for the remainder of the year. Her place was however, 
acceptably filled by Mary A. Haseltine also of Plaistow, who 
taught the fall term which began Sept. 13, and ended Nov. 10. 

Both teachers discharged their duties fatthfully, and succeed- 
ed as well as could be expected, considering the many disad- 
vantages under which a teacher labors in this school, and which 
are too well-known and apparent to need reciting in this re- 
port. 
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SCHOOL NO. 2. 


Both spring and fall terms of this school were kept by Mary 
E. Eaton of Haverhill, Mass., who has taught here for several 
years past, evidently to the satisfaction of the parents of the 
district, who were quite unanimous in requesting that she be 
continued as teacher. She was, therefore, employed by the 
School Board, who were both willing and ready to comply with 
their wishes in this respect. 


This school. although the largest in town in number, consists 
almost wholly of small pupils. and we regard Miss Eaton as be- 
ing peculiarly fitted for the care and instruction of a school of 
this character, and we can have no doubt but what she fully 
met the expectations of those most directly interested in the 
success of the school. and the welfare of its pupils. 


SCHOOL NO. 3. 


A single term only of this school has been kept during the 
past year. It was nine weeks in length. beginning May 3, and 
closing July 2, and was taught by Annie G. Emerson of Haver- 
hill, Mass. Miss Emerson early secured the confidence of her 
pupils, and the close of the term showed that a very fair 
amount of progress had been made in the several studies pur- 
sued, more particularly in the reading classes, which exhibited 
a marked improvement and contrasted greatly with their con- 
dition at the beginning of the term. Much improvement was 
also noticed in penmanship. 


No fall term of this school was kept, the pupils being schooled 
at the Academy in accordance wlth an arrangement made with 
the trustees of that institution. 


SCHOOL REPORT. If 


SCHOOL NO. 4. 


The spring term of ‘this school commencing May 3, and’ 
ending June 30, was taught by Mary A. Haseltine of Plaistow. 

This school appeared very well at our visit at the beginning 
of the term, the pupils being both studious and orderly, and’ 
from this fact we readily inferred that the close of the school 
would show that it had been one of profit to the pupils. And 
in this we were not disappointed. for the closing examination, 
which was well attended by the parents and other visiting 
friends, proved that the scholars had well improved their 
opportunities. We take pleasure in also commending the 
rhetorical exeicises which were well committed to memory, 
and which added much to the interest of the occasion. 

Miss Haseltine, having been transferred to school No. 1, the 
fall term was taught by Miss Emerson, teacher of the spring 
term of school No. 3. 

The school started with good prospects for success, fat was 
unfortunately visited by the whooping cough, which at differ- 
ent times affected nearly the whole school, making the atten- 
dance very irregular and becoming so bad as to compel a vaca- 
tion of a few weeks. It finally closed Dec. 9, but on account 
of a pressure of other business, was not visited by the board. 
We doubt not, however, but that the school was as successful as 
could be expected, considering the unfavorable circumstan- 
ces narrated above. 


SCHOOL NO. 5; 


Two terms of this school, one beginning April 26, and end- 
ing July 2, and the other beginning Sept. 6, and ending Nov. 
10, were provided for this part of the town during the past 
year, both being taught by Abbie R. Randall of Hampstead. 


12 SCHOOL REPORT. 


We regard it as fortunate that the services of so capable and 
thorough a teacher as Miss Randall has proved herself to he 
could be obtained for this school. She evidently secured the 
respect of the pupils under her charge, and this fact, no doubt. 
contributed its full share in making the school a success. 
Some new methods of imparting instruction to the younger 
pupils have been introduced into the school during the year, 
and are here noticed, for the purpose of expressing our ap- 
proval of the efforts of the teacher in this direction. We think 
they will prove beneficial to all concerned. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


A new law enacted by the general court of 1885, revolution- 
izing our common school system, and taking from the people 
of our State rights which had been so long enjoyed by them as 
to have become almost vested, has gone into operation, and 
been in force during the year which has just closed. 

As a general thing committees do not view with favor 
laws enacted against the wishes of the great majority of their 
citizens, and passed by the representatives of other communi- 
ties that are entirely unaffected by their provisions. ~ 

Of such a character is the present school law, carried 
through the legislature chiefly by the votes of the representa- 
tives of our cities, and which while it does not affect their 
rights. is sure in the long run to work unfavorably to the inter- 
ests of the sparsely settled communities and districts remote 
from town centres. 

It would also seem to bea reflection upon the judgment 
and intelligence of the inhabitants of towns like our own, to 
assume, as the authors of the new law evidently have, that 
they rather than our own citizens are the better qualified to 
judge which of the two systems we ought to adopt. And taking 
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this view, it ought to be expected that our citizens would show 
a proper measure of resentment, and would strive to main- 
tain their former rights so far as they legally could under the 
new order of things. 


Schools, therefore, of two terms each, with the single excep- 
tion of the school in the former district, No. 3, have been kept 
as usual in all the different school houses in town, and _ scholars 
assigned to the several schools as they were before the new 
law went into effect. And we do not doubt but what they will 
compare favorably with those of former years. Our teachers, 
we believe, have labored faithfully for the welfare and advance- 
ment of the pupils under their charge. Of course it could not 
be expected that all would be equally successful, for some 
teachers have a natural ability to govern schools and impart 
knowledge, which others can never acquire by study or even 
by long practice. Circumstances, also, without any failing on 
the part of the teacher will often determine whether the school 
will be a success or not. ‘Teachers need the sympathy and 
active co-operation of the parents of the pupils in their labors, 
and this. we are happy to report, they have generally had dur- 
ing the past year, but in some instances it has been withheld to 
the injury of the school. It seems incredible that a parent 
could be so regardless of the welfare of a child as to give it to 
understand that it was under no circumstances to be corrected 
by the teacher. Happily, such circumstances are rare, and for 
the welfare of our schools ought never to occur. No change 
has been made in text books during the past year, and in fact 
it does not seem advisable to make many or frequent changes. 
The series of arithmetics now in use should, we think, be 
changed at an early day. Not. however, because they have 
been long in use, but because they are manifestly unfit and 
ought, in our opinion, never to have been introduced into our 
schools at all. 
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We have urged upon both teachers and scholars during the 
past year the importance of thoroughly acquiring the primary 
branches, so essential to a good education, and which will be’ 
of benefit and advantage to them in after life, instead of striving 
to master studies ornamental rather than useful With this 
view we have introduced Manson’s Spellers into our schools, 
and have requested our teachers to require all scholars ‘of suit- 
able age to engage in their use. They have been and will 
hereafter be furnished free of cost wherever parents feel unable 
or unwilling to pay for them. A tabular statement is appended. 


GILMAN GREENOUGH, : 
HERBERT N. SAWYER, School Board. 
EDGAR F. SHANNON, 


No of Schools. | 1 | 2 
Number of weeks Spring term. 9 9 
ri bony BL Hs 8.5} 8.5 


Whole number of Scholars Spring} 10 | 17 
ig ee SY Fall i) 17 
* Wages of Teachers per month P24 | $24 
No. scholars in Reading. EE ok as i 
3 : Spelt: LO hs 
‘ Penmanship. 8 17 
4 Arithmetic. 9 13 
i Geography. os) 8 
ee Grammar. 3 2 
ae Algebra. 1 
ie Physiology. 
as History. ; 2 
Number of Visits by School Board, 
ne eo Citizens, 


15 
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10.5] 9.5 
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$24 |g24 

g |-19 

9 | 12 

Oy i192 

9 | 10 
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Boilies 

I 1 

2 

18 

135 


‘3 Scholars returned by Selectmen, 


Boys — 30 
Girls . (26 
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PAPER IN ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 


THE LARGEST CIRCULATION IN THE COUNTY OF 
ANY PAPER PUBLISHED. 


Abvernisewenns,I uSeRTED AT RrAsonane RATES, 


Persons settling Estates can save one-third the cost of publishing 
their dita: Notices, if they order them printed in aah Gazette, | : 


J. D. P. WIN GATE, PROPRIETOR, 
Merrill’s Block, next door to P. O., Water St., EXETER, N. H. 


